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SALOON 45000: 

Edward, Prince of Wales 

– a reluctant train traveller? 
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It seemed a happy coincidence that based on the information we had, the first Royal use of 

Saloon 45000 was by H.R.H. Edward, Prince of Wales, in 1928, and the last Royal use of 

45000 (by then Royal Train vehicle number 2911) was by H.R.H. Charles, Prince of Wales 

in 1989. This seemed like a good basis for a display……  

  

To start with we tried to get more information about the 1928 visit by Edward, Prince of Wales, to Derby. 

The information we had – in Brian Radford’s excellent history of Saloon 45000 – was that the LMS 

President, Lord Stamp, had agreed that 45000 could be used by the Prince as a self-contained vehicle 

attached to a service train. The Prince was supposedly reluctant to use the full Royal Train, seeing it as 

somewhat ostentatious given the privations experienced by much of the population during the First World 

War and subsequent depression years.  

 

  

(Ref. 2) Saloon 45000 in the 1930’s  

  

An initial visit was made to visit the Derbyshire Local History archive, but results were disappointing. 

There was very little on the Prince’s visit, apart from a commemorative booklet on the LMS locomotive 

works. This, however, was not a booklet specifically related to the Prince’s visit, but a standard LMS works 

“souvenir” booklet, a copy of which had been presented to the Prince. Then on to the British Newspaper 

Archive. This is an excellent online facility in which you can search for a particular month, year etc., and 

search by newspaper title if required. Researching local papers of the time (and some not so local, as 

interest in the Prince’s activities was nationwide, and some reports were syndicated) allowed a detailed 

account of his visit to be made:  
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On Thursday 16th February 1928, the Prince arrived at Melton Mowbray (means not yet established – could 

be by car, train or air) to attend a Hunt Ball and associated activities. The Prince regularly visited the area 

as he was very keen on hunting and point to point. He stabled his horses in the area and had a flat at 

Craven Lodge (a hunting club with stables) in Melton – a good base within easy reach of several hunts (he 

rode with the Quorn, Cottesmore and Belvoir hunts).  

  

On Monday 20th February the Prince travelled by car via training stables in Atherstone (where his hunting 

horses are trained), Hazel Slade House in Hednesford, Staffordshire (to view a private racecourse), then on 

to Chatsworth House for a private visit to the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire.  

 

  

 

(Ref. 3) Chatsworth House today 
 

 

 

 

On Shrove Tuesday, 21st February, he travelled by car from Chatsworth to Ashbourne to start the 

traditional Shrove Tuesday football match there. He was accompanied by the Duke of Devonshire and 

Lord and Lady Hartington. The journey to Ashbourne was via Bakewell, Pickers Corner, Rowsley, Darley 

Dale, Matlock (where a brief unscheduled stop was made to inspect ex- servicemen) and Wirksworth. All 

this was accomplished prior to arriving at Shaw Croft, Ashbourne - the field where the traditional Shrove 

Tuesday football match starts - at 11.30 a.m. Here, the Prince started the Shrove Tuesday football match 

by “turning up” the ball, before leaving for Derby at 12.15.  
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The journey to Derby was again by car, with a route agreed by the Police. There were various road 

closures in Derby where people who lined the route were disappointed, as the Prince travelled in a closed 

car, and the procession of 4 cars and police motorcycle escorts “flashed past”.  

 

A packed programme in Derby saw the Prince inspecting ex- servicemen in the Market Place, visiting the 

LMS Carriage & Wagon shops, the Rolls Royce works, British Legion club and LMS Locomotive works. At 

the latter he was met by Sir Henry Fowler and during his visit he named a new Fowler 2-6-4 tank 

locomotive “The Prince”. The visit concluded with tea in Sir Henry’s office.  

 

 

(Ref. 4) Inside Derby Locomotive Works 

 

Near the stroke of 6pm, the Prince walked across the small footbridge to no. 6 platform, where 42 

members of the Derby & Normanton Toc H were lined up. He then crossed to no. 1 platform and along 

the Director’s passage to his motor car, in which he journeyed to Rugby. This was a late alteration, as he 

had been scheduled to travel back to London by the 6.04pm train. It is fair to assume that Saloon 45000 

was intended to be used by the Prince. Although he arrived in Derby by car, the latter part of his visit 

seemed designed around a departure by train. It was disappointing to discover the last-minute change from 

rail to road. One can visualise 45000 coupled to the 6.04 train to London, staffed & provisioned ready for 

the Prince. So – for the moment – the notion of a display related to “first & last Royal use by Princes of 

Wales” would be left pending…. Undaunted, we returned to trawling through the British Newspaper 

Archive for clues about other visits by the Prince involving train travel in the hope that – eventually – we 

might be able to state definitively that he did travel in Saloon 45000.  
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Research into the Prince’s travels in the early 1930s show a surprising number of journeys by plane – even 

quite short ones. He was a great advocate of air travel and it was his preferred mode of transport 

whenever possible. In 1934 a short article commented that the Prince travelled more by aeroplane than 

any other public figure, with an almost daily use of aircraft. He purchased a De Havilland Moth, and used it 

so often that he employed a full time personal pilot – Flight Lt. Fielden (in 1936 King Edward VIII as he then 

was, founded the Kings Flight, with Fielden as Captain – a post he held till 1961!). The Prince even had his 

own private aerodrome in Windsor Great Park.  

 

To sit behind a pilot didn’t satisfy the Prince for long – “I’ve bought a Moth, and flying is my latest craze” he 

stated in 1929. However, it was another 6 months before his father agreed he could learn to fly. At the 

same time, the Prince bowed to pressure from his father King George V, putting his hunting horses up for 

auction.  

 

(Ref. 5) A 1928 de Havilland Gipsy Moth, similar to that owned by Edward 

 

The King was concerned about the risks for a future King, as the Prince had several significant falls. As an 

aside, the Prince didn’t give up hunting altogether – in 1931 he returned to Melton Mowbray with his 

brother, George, for a weekend’s hunting. A Mr. and Mrs. Simpson were guests at the same house, and it 

was here that the Prince first met Mrs. Wallis Simpson (but, we digress…). 

 

By mid-1929 the Prince was grumbling about the intolerable delays whenever the weather or other 

circumstances forced him to use the train. Also, during a tour of Australia in 1920 the Prince’s train was 

derailed, adversely affecting his attitude to train travel. He admitted to his mother that he had been badly 

shaken: “I live so much on my nerves nowadays that they get very easily upset and I just loathe a train now 

and have the wind up me the whole time!”  
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 By 1927 the King had reluctantly agreed to the Prince travelling by air when exceptional circumstances, 

such as a tight schedule, made it essential. However, the exceptional soon became the norm. The Prince – 

after purchasing his first De Havilland Moth – went on to own another Moth, 4 De Havilland Puss Moths, a 

De Havilland Dragon, an assortment of Rapides, and a Vickers Viastra.  

 

There are a few other documented visits by the Prince to LMS served areas involving train journeys. These 

may have involved using Saloon 45000. On Tuesday 3rd November 1931 the Prince left Hendon by plane for 

Liverpool. He landed near Hemel Hempstead to visit Sir Walter Halsey. Conditions were too bumpy for 

further flying, and so the Liverpool express by which the Prince originally intended travelling was stopped at 

Boxmoor 4 miles away and the Prince continued his journey by train.  

  

On Thursday June 2nd 1932 the Prince visited the Peak District. He travelled overnight by train from 

London and his carriage was shunted into sidings at Hathersage at approximately 7am, with his tour by car 

commencing at 9.30am. After spending the day visiting places throughout the Peak District, the Prince flew 

back from Derby to London.   

 

(Ref. 6) HRH Edward, Prince of Wales 

 

Further research is needed to try and find more information about these and other journeys. Even if a train 

journey was planned, but changed to flying at relatively short notice, then Saloon 45000 (or any other 

vehicle specifically designated for the Princes use) would have been arranged to be attached to the relevant 

train, let alone provisioned and staffed. However, it does seem that he was a somewhat reluctant train 

traveller.  
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