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Special Saloon 45000 has a long and fascinating history, with an impressive “passenger list” 

that includes many members of the Royal family. In terms of “non – Royal” use, Winston 

Churchill was arguably the most notable passenger. Anecdotal evidence accompanying Saloon 

45000 when acquired by the Trust includes use during Churchill’s 1951 General Election 

campaign.  

 

The 1951 election campaign covered just 5 weeks, from 20th September to 25th October. The 

Labour Party was in power after Atlee had won the 1945 post war election, and was then re-

elected with a slim majority in 1950. The 1951 election was aimed at strengthening that 

majority. 

 

Train travel was the norm for medium/ long distances at the time. Dual carriageways and 

motorways were the stuff of dreams, so long-distance road travel was slow and 

uncomfortable. Churchill was familiar with Saloon 45000 having used it in wartime during his 

tenure as Prime Minister of the National Government. What is not clear is whether he 

requested its use for certain campaign journeys, and whether Atlee was granted (or wanted) 

similar treatment. We also have to remember that Churchill was an old man of 76 and had 

suffered ill health in recent years. Consequently, much of the Conservative Party campaign 

travelling was undertaken by the young, charismatic Anthony Eden. 

 

 

Photo of Churchill sat 

in a railway station 

waiting room.  

 

This was not during the 

1951 election but 

shows that he was used 

to train travel! 
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From research using newspapers of the period, the following are train journeys made by 

Churchill in that period. 

 

Tuesday, 2nd October  London Euston to Liverpool Start of campaign.  

          Special Coach  

          attached to “The  

          Red Rose” 12.20pm 

          train. 

 

 

Tuesday, 9th October  London Euston to Blackpool Special coach  

          attached to 10.50  

          train. His wife  

          Clementine   

          accompanied him. 

 

 

Monday, 15th October  London Kings Cross to  Start of Northern  

     Huddersfield   tour 

      

Tuesday, 16th October  Huddersfield to Newcastle     

 

Wednesday, 17th October Newcastle to Glasgow     

  

Friday, 19th October  Return to London.       

 

Tuesday, 23rd October  London to Plymouth  Churchill’s son  

          Randolph standing 

          for Plymouth seat. 

 
 

The 2nd October journey to Liverpool was made by attaching a special saloon to the “Red 

Rose” express, leaving Euston at 12.20pm. Luckily this is one journey where a photograph of 

Churchill in the coach (ready to leave Euston) exists. It is clear from this that the coach is 

45000. “The Red Rose” restaurant car express was only introduced in 1951. It would be nice 

to think that the locomotive could have been our own 46203 “Princess Margaret Rose”, but 

she had recently transferred to Polmadie shed in Glasgow, so “the Red Rose” would be an 

unlikely diagram. However, it is possible that one of her sister locomotives was used. 
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The return journey from Liverpool was not until 10 minutes past midnight, arriving back in 

Euston at 6am. An emotional departure after a successful trip with an audience of 6000 saw 

Churchill chatting to well wishers at the station, then waving with his hanky as the train 

departed. Whether Churchill slept in one of 45000’s bedrooms is not known. He often 

worked (and his secretary had to do likewise) into the small hours, so may just have “cat 

napped” in the lounge. 

 

 

 

 

 

The next trip – 9th October – was again in a “special coach” attached to a service train from 

Euston to Blackpool. Although – to date – no photographic or other evidence has surfaced 

for this journey, it seems highly likely that 45000 was used again. His wife, Clementine, 

accompanied him on this journey. One newspaper report speculates that “lunch, for which 

there is time on the Blackpool run, will probably be served from the regular dining car.” 

Although 45000 has a galley kitchen and dining compartment, use of these facilities would 

require appropriate supplies plus a chef. The return journey would either be late that night, 

or in the early hours of the 10th. 
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Various activities kept Churchill in London for the next few days, including a pre- election 

service at St. Paul’s Cathedral on the 13th. On Monday 15th October Churchill commenced his 

“Northern Tour” – arguably the main tour of his campaign – travelling from Kings Cross to 

Huddersfield. Once again he was in a special saloon coach attached to a service train. 

However, press reports of the time indicate the saloon to be one of his wartime train saloons 

(of which there were two) – that train being known as “Cutlass”, later changed to “Rugged”. 

On this occasion the Saloon was lent to the North Eastern region by the Midland region (of 

British Railways). The wartime train included two “semi Royal” saloons (nos. 803 & 804). 

Churchill’s Saloon included a bedroom and bathroom at one end, a large open lounge in the 

centre, and an office for his Private Secretary at the other end. 

 

 

 

A crowd of 500 people gave him a rousing send off as he joined his special coach 2 minutes 

before departure time. He gave his trademark “V” sign, but the journalists noticed his 

trademark cigar was missing. More research is necessary to establish which service train the 

Saloon was attached to; time of arrival in Huddersfield, etc. He attended a rally at 

Huddersfield Town Hall, speaking in support of the Colne Valley candidate, Lady Violet 

Bonham-Carter. 
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Tuesday 16th October saw the tour moving on to Newcastle. However, fog on the journey 

from Huddersfield to York resulted in him missing his connection. British Railways came to 

the rescue and provided a special train from York to Newcastle. On arrival at Newcastle 

(following being presented with a large “V” of red roses) he drove through the streets on his 

way to Blagdon Hall, the home of Lord Ridley, where he was staying during his short visit. 

Large crowds thronged the streets to give him a rousing welcome. Later that day he made a 

speech to an audience of 4000 in St. James’ Hall, with an “overflow” audience of some 10,000 

in St. James’ Park. 

 

 

This photo was taken during an earlier election, showing Churchill as a confident public speaker. 

 

On Wednesday, 17th October he travelled on to Glasgow, where he attended another large 

rally in St. Andrew’s Hall. On returning to Glasgow Central station for his journey back to 

London, he was overwhelmed by the crowd of several thousand waiting to see him and cheer 

him on his way. Following his return to London, his last campaign trip by train was to 

Plymouth, to support his son Randolph, who was standing in one of the Plymouth 

constituencies. At present it is not known if a Special Saloon was involved – if so, it may have 

been one of the Great Western carriages used for General Eisenhower’s train during the war. 

 

So, a relatively short campaign, with four railway journeys (albeit one covering three days), 

two of which almost certainly involved 45000. Another chapter in the Saloon’s fascinating 

history. The campaign saw Churchill winning the election to become Prime Minister again. 
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