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INTRODUCTION 

Special Saloon 45000 has a long and fascinating history. Built in 1920 for the Chairman of the 

London & North Western Railway..............or was it? The LNWR drawings in the National 

Railway Museum archive at York show it as being for the Chief Mechanical Engineer. Did the 

LNWR Chairman – Sir Gilbert Claughton – actually use the Saloon? He died in 1921. It is 

possible that Edward, Prince of Wales, used the Saloon in 1921 – he certainly used a LNWR 

Saloon for a visit to Liverpool area in July that year. When the LNWR became part of the LMS 

in 1923, 45000 became the President’s Saloon and Royal use increased. This was largely because 

Edward, as Prince of Wales and Edward VIII (until abdication) preferred using a single saloon to 

the whole Royal Train. 

 

So, how much of Saloon 45000 that you see today is as it was built in 1920? The underframe 

and bogies have been changed over the years, but the basic body is largely “as built”, apart from 

repairs and restoration. Internally there have been quite a few changes in layout and fittings. For 

example, the bath and shower were not added until around 1930, and the splendid Art Deco 

style lights in the lounge & dining rooms were part of a 1935 modification. There is plenty of 

research still to be done to unravel some of the above mysteries and clarify some of the 

changes. 

 

DESIGN AND BUILD IN 1920 

Special Saloon 5000 (it was not 45000 until after 1923, under ownership of the LMS) was built 

in 1920 at the London & North Western Railway’s (LNWR) Wolverton Works. Although it has 

always been known as the Chairman’s Saloon, in the LNWR Carriage Diagram Book it is 

designated diagram 12 and listed as an Inspection Saloon, with no qualification as to whose 

Saloon it was for. A later updated listing has a handwritten entry (still diagram 12) stating the 

“President’s Saloon”. The term “President” implies a London, Midland & Scottish (LMS) 

reference, as the LNWR had a Chairman (Sir Gilbert Claughton in 1920) rather than President.  

Saloon 45000 is consistently referred to in railway literature as the “LNWR Chairman’s 

Saloon”. However, extensive research at the National Railway Museum (NRM) in York could 

find no drawings relating to LNWR Chairman’s Saloon no. 5000. What did emerge were a 

whole series of drawings of the Saloon referring to it as the “Chief Mechanical Engineer’s”. 



LNWR Board minutes of July 1919 state “CME coupe to be replaced” on Sir Gilbert 

Claughton’s recommendation. A “coupe” could be interpreted as a Saloon, but it is by no 

means clear cut. Further correspondence in 1918 indicates that Sir Gilbert was having some 

sort of dispute with the Board over remuneration, and that he felt unfairly treated. It is only 

speculation on our part, but it is possible he got approval for the CME’s new Saloon whilst 

intending it to be for his use. Creative accounting, perhaps? Certainly, when the Saloon was 

completed in September 1920, the Wolverton Carriage Manager wrote to Sir Gilbert 

Claughton offering it for his inspection.  

  

Letter to the Chairman of the 

London & North Western 

Railway, Sir Gilbert Claughton: 

“Dear Sir Gilbert, the new 

saloon is finished & I thought 

perhaps you would like it sent 

somewhere for inspection”. 

 

Original letter held in the 

National Railway Museum 

archives. 

 



The CME at the time was the newly appointed Beames, although he was to be displaced in 1922 

by Hughes when the LNWR and Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway amalgamated. Hughes went on 

to be the first Chief Mechanical Engineer of the LMS after the LMS grouping in 1923. 

 

The early outline drawing of saloon 5000 looks at first glance to be very similar to 45000 as we 

see it today – 9ft wide x 57ft long body with all the same compartments. However, closer 

inspection reveals a number of fairly significant differences: 

• There is a desk in the corner of the lounge. 

• The bedrooms have bunk beds. 

• The bathroom is just a toilet and basin, so the room is shorter. 

• The dining room is longer due to the shorter bathroom, and – without a desk – has 8 

chairs around the table. 

• The staff quarters are generally as today. Drawings indicate a refrigerator in the 

Attendant’s compartment but with no reference to type. 

 

There are also photos of the CME’s Saloon when new at Wolverton – interior views of the 

lounge, dining room, bedroom and kitchen, plus external view. Unusually, the external photo is 

before the number (5000) was applied. The light fittings are Edwardian style, there are bunk 

beds in the bedrooms, and the kitchen has a 1920s gas stove (as we now have). The Saloon was 

out-shopped in LNWR livery with off white upper panels and purple brown below waste level. 

 

So, did Sir Gilbert get much use from his new Saloon? Possibly not, as Sir Gilbert was ill for 

much of 1920 and 1921 and died in July 1921. However, following the creation of the LMS in 

1923, 5000 became 45000 and officially became the President’s Saloon. 

 

EARLY ROYAL USE 

The current history of Saloon 45000 (by Brian Radford) has its first Royal use as being by 

Edward, Prince of Wales (later Edward VIII) on a visit to Derby in February 1928. The use of 

45000 was agreed by the LMS President, Lord Stamp. The Prince was to travel in his own self- 

contained special saloon attached to a service train, rather than using the full Royal Train. 



Prince Edward felt that using the full Royal Train would appear extravagant considering the 

hardship experienced by much of the population during the First World War and the 

depression years that followed. However, research into contemporary newspaper accounts of 

the time reporting his visit to Derby indicates that the Prince travelled by car, and – even 

though expected to travel back to London by the 18.04 train (to which 45000 was presumably 

attached) – at the last minute he changed his mind and travelled to Rugby by car. 

 

Research has also revealed an LNWR letter dated June 29th, 1921 stating that a “special Saloon 

to be attached to the 5.20pm train from Euston” for HRH The Prince of Wales and Suite to 

travel to Huyton on July 6th, plus other visits in the area over the following 2 days. Saloon 5000 

would be almost brand new then, so it is quite likely it was used for these journeys.  
 

 

29th June 1921: 

Letter from the LNWR Office of 

Superintendent of the Line: 

“His Royal Highness will be 

visiting Lancashire next week and 

I am arranging for a special Saloon 

to be attached to the 5.20pm 

train from Euston on Monday, July 

4th, for his accommodation.” 

 

Letter held in the National 

Railway Museum archives. 

 



There are more railway journeys on LMS territory by Edward both as Prince of Wales, and 

during his brief period as King Edward VIII. Given his preference for a single carriage rather 

than the Royal Train, it is quite likely that 45000 was involved (further research is needed). 

After Edward VIII’s abdication in December 1936, King George VI and his family reverted to 

Royal Train use, so it is unlikely that 45000 saw any Royal use between 1937 and 1939. 

For more information on Edward, Prince of Wales’ railway travels see our booklet “Edward, 

the reluctant train traveller”. 

 

MORE MODIFICATIONS 

Between 1929 and 1935 various modifications were made to 45000: 

• The bathroom was extended to incorporate a bath and shower, and the dining room 

was shortened to suit. The only obvious indication of this visible today is the stepped 

corridor ceiling at the dining room end. 

• Possibly at the same time as the above, the bunk beds were replaced with single beds. It 

is noticeable that the bedroom fittings (luggage racks, shelves, lights etc.) are the same 

as on LMS First Class sleeping compartments of the period. 

• In 1933, LMS type bogies replaced the original LNWR type. 

• The livery was changed to two-tone crimson lake and cream. This was the preferred 

livery for Royal Train vehicles, as requested by King George V. 

• Other changes included the fitting of a “Thermotank” heating and ventilating system, 

including the distinctive ventilation nozzles visible today, and the change to art deco 

style main lights in the lounge and dining compartments. 

 

EXAMPLE OF USE BY THE LMS PRESIDENT 

The LMS President, Sir Josiah Stamp, was a Governor of University College, Aberystwyth. A 

Governor’s meeting was held on 20th October 1937, and Sir Josiah and colleagues travelled in 

Saloon 45000 from London Euston to Aberystwyth in a mail train formation. Arrival at 

Aberystwyth was at 6.40 am, with the return journey in the evening departing at 6.10 pm. It 

should be noted that Sir Joseph and his wife and eldest son were tragically killed by a bomb 

which hit their house in Bromley, Kent, in April 1941.  



Further research is needed to establish the journeys made and passengers carried by 45000 in 

the 1930s. 
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