
 
 
 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT LIST 

• Paper plate 

• Scissors 

• Pencil 

• Glue 

• Coloured paper or card to cut shapes out of 

• Anything else you want to use to decorate your wreath! 

 



 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

Prepare the shapes you’re going to use for decoration. The example we’ve made is an 

Autumn wreath which has been decorated with leaf shapes. We have collected real leaves 

from outside and drawn around them on coloured card to cut out the shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a paper plate and cut the 

middle section out. You might find 

it easier to draw around the middle 

section before cutting it out. 

Start sticking your shapes around the edge 

of the plate and continue until you have as 

much decoration as you want. 

If you want to hang your wreath on a wall, 

make 2 small holes through the top edge of 

the plate and thread some ribbon through 

to make a loop. 

You can decorate your wreath with anything you 

like. You could draw and cut shapes out, stick on 

buttons, beads, sequins and ribbon.  Here are 

some ideas for different themes: 

• Valentines Day – heart shapes, flowers. 

• Easter – egg shapes, easter animal shapes, 

e.g. rabbits, lambs, chicks. 

• Spring – flowers, leaves, animal shapes. 

• Remembrance Day – poppies. 

• Christmas – winter leaves, flowers and 

berries (draw your own), Christmas trees, 

pine cones. 



 
 
 

WREATHS: A HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

A wreath is an arrangement of flowers or leaves in a circular shape. Traditionally, wreaths have been used 

for decoration or as a sign of remembrance for someone who has died. 

 

HOW HAVE WREATHS BEEN USED ON THE RAILWAYS? 

In the past, locomotives have carried a wreath on the front of them on special occasions. For example, 

when a railway line was being closed or a particular train service was finishing, the last train to travel on 

the route would often carry a wreath on the front as a symbol of ‘the end’. 

 

RAILWAYS & REMEMBRANCE  

Poppy wreaths are laid at war memorials for Remembrance Day on 11th November. This tradition started 

after the end of the First World War (the Great War 1914-18) to remember the people who had been 

killed, and it has continued to the present day. Following the Great War, three of the railway companies at 

the time named locomotives to honour the railway workers who had fought and died during the war. The 

locomotives were named 'Valour', 'Remembrance' and 'Patriot'.  

‘THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR’ LOCOMOTIVE 

A new steam locomotive called ‘The Unknown Warrior’ is currently being built as a national war memorial 

engine to carry on this tradition. You can see part of it at the West Shed. ‘The Unknown Warrior’ was the 

name given to an unidentified British soldier killed during the First World War, who was buried in 

Westminster Abbey, London, on 11th November 1920 to represent all those who had died. Here are some 

photos of the locomotive being built: 

   

Photos by the LMS-Patriot Project. Find out more here: https://lms-patriot.org.uk/  
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