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Over the last few years we have been researching the many VIP passengers who 

travelled on board Saloon 45000 during its 70 year career. The carriage was built as a 

luxury private vehicle for the Chairman of the London North Western Railway, being 

self-contained with lounge, bedrooms, bathroom, dining room and kitchen. As well 

as being used by Winston Churchill in wartime and peacetime, it was extensively 

used by Royalty as a simpler alternative to the full Royal train. All these eminent 

passengers used the Saloon as it was presented, with one notable exception - Dr. 

Sarvepalli Radhakrihnan, President of India. 

 

Ongoing research into Saloon 45000 has revealed interesting aspects of its long 

operating history. One tantalising episode began with a feint note on General 

Arrangement drawing no. 1/664, stating: 

 

“see drg. No. WN/1126 for alterations to day compartment and bedroom 1 for 

journeys on 13th – 20th June 1963”. 

 

On a subsequent visit to the National Railway Museum’s ‘Search Engine’ facility, a 

folder was located within “Royal Train documents” relating to the visit to Britain of 

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrihnan, President of India, from 13th – 20th June 1963.  

 

 

Dr. Radhakrihnan was the first Commonwealth 

leader to pay a state visit to Britain. He arrived 

at London’s Victoria Station on 12th June 1963 

in a train of Pullman carriages hauled by rebuilt 

“Battle of Britain” Pacific locomotive no. 34088 

“213 Squadron”. Saloon 45000 was to play a 

key role in the President’s visit. 
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This letter from the London Midland Region General Manager in Euston to Mr. Tew, 

Works Manager at Wolverton, dated 23rd May 1963, sets the scene: 
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Saloon 45000 was to be returned to Wolverton works on the 10th June, with the 

modifications required to be carried out such that it would be ready for the President’s 

journeys commencing on 13th June. A not inconsiderable task given the list of works, 

seen here on documents prepared for the costing of the works! 

 



 5 

The work involved is extensive and very detailed – except, perhaps, for the 

“throwaway” line (point 27) “Restore vehicle to original condition”! In summary, the 

settee and two chairs had to be removed from the lounge; a new bed procured and 

fitted in the lounge; various additions/ adjustments to electrics, carpets and blinds. 

Bedroom 1 was to be converted to a dressing room – remove the bed, re-carpet; add 

ironing facilities in the dining room. All this to be carried out between 10th June, 

when Saloon 45000 returned to Wolverton from Royal duties, and 13th June, when 

45000 was to be in the President’s train scheduled to leave London Euston at 

11.30pm.  
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Detailed handwritten costing sheets itemise the time and materials spent – the cost 

of which was to be borne by the Commonwealth Relations Office. 
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The total cost involved was £229 14s 10d – about £4,700 at today’s prices. 
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What of the President’s itinerary in 45000? This commenced on the 13th June, with 

the special train – code IX76 – leaving Willesden Carriage Sidings at 9.58pm. 
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The train left Euston (No.1 platform) at 11.30pm, with Saloon 45000 the second 

carriage behind the engine (with 45000 lounge end leading). The train included 

twelve coaches! Two brake firsts, two dining/ kitchen cars, six assorted sleeping 

cars, one open first, and Saloon 45000 - 450 tons in total. Motive power details have 

yet to be established – at this time West Coast express trains were beginning to 

change from steam to diesel. The length of the train might seem surprising, but the 

passenger list includes up to 30 people - the President and his entourage; The Duke 

of Devonshire (who was Minister of State, Commonwealth Relations); other Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office officials; security staff - all of whom needed sleeping and 

dining accommodation. 

 

 
 

The train travelled overnight to Edinburgh Princes Street station, for the President to 

commence a two day Scottish tour. The detailed itinerary of his Scottish tour has yet to 

be established, but we know that the President spent both nights at Holyroodhouse 

Palace as guest of the Duke of Hamilton (hereditary Keeper of the Palace). Whilst in 

Edinburgh the President was made an honorary Doctor of Law at Edinburgh University. 
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Questions still to be answered include whether the train was still used by members of 

his entourage, and whether it was used for travel within Scotland. 

 

On Sunday 16th June, the President flew back from Edinburgh to RAF Finningley near 

Doncaster in a Heron aircraft of the Queen’s Flight  – thence by car to Chatsworth, 

where he stayed the night as guest of the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire. Once 

again, we have yet to establish the Special Train movements, and whether it was used 

to convey the President’s entourage. On the morning of June 17th the President 

travelled by car from Chatsworth to Manchester, visiting the Jodrell Bank radio 

telescope installation. At present it is not clear whether he made any other visits that 

day (and whether he travelled by train or car), and where he spent the night (on the 

train?). However on Tuesday June 18th he made a 90 minute visit to Berkeley nuclear 

power station on the Severn estuary near Gloucester. He then travelled (means not 

sure) to Oxford to visit All Souls College (he’d held a Professorship there for many 

years) and dine in Hall. Again, where he stayed that night is not clear. 

 

On Wednesday June 19th he travelled by car to Coventry for a 6 hour visit – this 

included the new Cathedral, new shopping precincts and car parks (!), and a visit to 

an old peoples home at Cheylesmore. In the evening he travelled to Stratford-on-

Avon to see a performance of “Julius Caesar” by Shakespeare, performed by the 

Royal Shakespeare Company. After meeting the cast, the President rejoined his train 

for the journey back to London.  

 

So, reflecting on the week’s travels – we have the initial overnight journey from 

London to Edinburgh. Following that it is uncertain whether the train was used again 

(at least by the President himself) during his two days in Scotland. Whilst it may have 

been used by some of his entourage either as sleeping accommodation and/ or to 

transfer from Edinburgh to Manchester, the earliest likely use by the President may 

have been to visit Berkeley Power Station on June 18th, plus onward to Oxford. On 
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June 19th he spent most of the day in Coventry, then to Stratford for the evening. 

Following this there is only the second (but final) train journey from Stratford back to 

London. 

 

Thus, we end up with just two definite train journeys involving 45000, in modified 

form, with an assortment of possible journeys - some not involving the President. 

Obviously this should not be seen as a “value for money” exercise, but one wonders 

what the management and staff at Wolverton Works might have thought about the – 

apparent – relatively low useage of 45000 in particular by the President, following 

the significant and speedy modifications..... 

 

So, another interesting episode in the long and eventful life of Special Saloon 45000! 
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